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GG Memo Guardia, artist in residence at the North Dakota Museum of Art, assembles a series of portraits
from Spirit Lake to hang on the walls of the museum for “Songs of Spirit Lake,” an exhibition opening today.

Eric Hylden, staff photographer

By Ryan Bakken
Herald Staff Writer

Anna Hovet brought her
hometown-girl-makes-good
story back to Grand Forks
Friday, sharing it with a rapt
audience in the Empire Arts
Center and also to countless
others online.

A 2003 graduate of Red
River High School, the 28-
year-old’s message at the

TEDxGrand Forks festival
was that her generation is
just as smart and hard-work-
ing as any other, “but we do
it in a different way.”

She poked fun at her age
group with cracks such as
“we treat cellphones as part
of our body” and that “we
understand that you can
learn everything you need to
know immediately on the In-
ternet.”

But her main point was
that people her age, known
as millennials or Generation
Y, are “perfect” for entre-
preneurship. Her five rea-
sons for that fit are that
they’re marketable, effi-
cient, hustlers, flexible and
passionate.

She could have used her-
self as an example, based on
her rebound from being laid
off from her job as a de-

signer of baby clothes in
2008 during the recession.
She owns two companies —
in fashion design and aca-
demic tutoring — and also is
a marketing teacher at the
School of the Art Institute of
Chicago.

“Even though it means I’m
working 80-90 hours a week,
I love being my own boss,”

TED-talking about her generation

Herald Staff Report

“Songs For Spirit Lake,”
a major art exhibit meant
to capture the sights and
sounds of life at the Spirit
Lake reservation, opens
today at the North Dakota
Museum of Art on the UND
campus.

Workers spent part of this
week assembling the differ-
ent art installations in time
for the 4:30 p.m. public
opening.

The exhibit had origi-
nally been shown in New
York before going to the

Cankdeska Cikana Commu-
nity College in the reserva-
tion town of Fort Totten,
N.D.

Laurel Reuter, exhibit
curator and NDMOA direc-
tor, commissioned six
artists involved in the proj-
ect with a grant from the
Robert Rauschenberg
Foundation.

They bring vastly differ-
ent perspectives to the sub-
ject of contemporary Indian
culture at the reservation.

John Hitchcock, an artist
of Comanche heritage who
teaches at the University of

Wisconsin-Madison, cre-
ated an installation featur-

ing simulated buffalo hides
stacked on humps, repre-
senting the importance of
buffalo to indigenous peo-
ple, as well as a slow-mo-
tion video projection from
last summer’s powwow at
Fort Totten.

He has said his work ex-
plores the past, present and
future of American Indian
communities across the
Plains.

Winnipeg artist Tim
Schouten created 46 paint-
ings for the exhibit — four

Major exhibit showcases Spirit Lake
If yOu gO

t

nWhen: 4:30 p.m.
today. NDMOA
nWhere: 261
Centennial Drive.
nn Price: Free, but
donations are
accepted..

TED: See Page B6

n Lecturer explains millenial entrepreneurship

Artistic spirits

EXHIBIT: See Page B6

Question: What is the
biggest seller at Grand
Forks Park District con-
cession stands in each of
the last two years?

Answer: Water.
Does that surprise you

as much as it surprises
me? From my many years
of experience as a parent,
a sportswriter and a fan,
the concession stand was
the equivalent of the non-
filter Camel cigarette of
unhealthy offerings.

However, times have
changed, due in part to
Molly Soeby’s prodding.
Soeby is a Park Board
member who has brought
a new angle to the park
district, which typically
deals with recreation and
parks. For Soeby, it’s about
games and green spaces,
but also about a healthy
lifestyle.

I appreciate Soeby’s ap-
proach. After one heart at-
tack and two stents, I have
paid more attention to diet
and exercise. I’m neither
svelte nor ready to tackle a
marathon, but I no longer
wear Medium Buffalo-
sized clothing.

One of her emphases is
to promote fitness through
diet as well as exercise. At
her nudging and fellow
commissioners’ agree-
ment, recent park district
concession stand changes
include:
nFor making popcorn, a

switch from trans-fat oil to
canola oil.
nA switch from white

hot dog buns to whole-
grain buns.
nHot dogs now are the

all-beef variety.
nBaked chips and

SunChips have replaced
deep-fried chips
n Candy bars remain,

but not the oversized vari-
ety. None are more than
250 calories.
nYogurt, fruit and string

cheese are available.
n Taco-in-a-bag ingredi-

ents have changed from
beef to seasoned turkey
and beans.

“The purpose is to make
the healthy choice the
easy choice,” Soeby said.

Compromises were
made along the way. For
instance, the Snickers bar
was revived after a nutri-
tionist vouched for the
value of its peanuts. How-
ever, the bar has to stay
within the 250 calories.

And, because of a dieti-
cian’s endorsement, choco-
late milk was retained as a
concession stand option
because of its value for re-
covery from strenuous ex-
ertion.

Soeby said her ultimate
goal is for the board to
adopt a policy on conces-
sion stand choices.

“Obesity is a health epi-
demic,” she said. “If this
was smallpox, everyone
would be up in arms about
it.”

Her health initiatives
don’t end with food, how-
ever.

Grand Forks parks are
smoke-free, but they’re not
tobacco-free. She wants to
ban all tobacco products
in Grand Forks’ parks,
which likely will be a bat-
tle more uphill than the
size of Snickers’ bars.

Reach Bakken at (701)
780-1125; (800) 477-6572,
ext. 1125; or send email to
rbakken@gfherald.com.

Healthier
choices
from GF
Park
District

Ryan
Bakken

rbakken@gfherald.com

By Christopher
Bjorke
Herald Staff Writer

The Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa is pro-
posing a casino and enter-
tainment complex in
Grand Forks, an idea that
failed to win support or
the necessary approval in
the past.

The Finance and Devel-
opment Committee of the
Grand Forks City Council
will discuss the proposal
at its meeting Monday and
could make a recommen-
dation to the council.

According to informa-
tion included with the
committee meeting’s
agenda, the tribe approved
a resolution in October to
seek approval for a “gam-
ing, entertainment and
hospitality complex” on
land that would be ac-
quired by the tribe.

Commit-
tee Chair-
man Dana
Sande
said he
had al-
ready re-
ceived
calls from
people
with con-

cerns about the proposal,
but said council members
should hear from its back-
ers from the Turtle Moun-
tain reservation before
commenting its chances of
success.

“I think there are proba-
bly lots of pros and cons
for a casino in Grand
Forks,” he said. “We
should at least listen to
what (tribal representa-
tives) have to say.”

The complex would be
located along the Inter-
state 29 corridor, accord-
ing to meeting agenda
information. Land ac-
quired by the tribe would
be held in trust by its
members.

The Turtle Mountain
tribe is based on the small
Turtle Mountain Indian
Reservation about 85
miles northwest of Devils
Lake, near the Canadian
border. A message left
with an official at the
reservation was not re-
turned Friday.

Cooperation
The tribe’s proposal of-

fers to pay for the expan-
sion of infrastructure,
compensate the city for
lost property taxes on land
taken into tribal trust and
share revenue with chari-
ties.

The Turtle Mountain
Band “is requesting to
work with the City of
Grand Forks in a spirit of
cooperation and to form a
cooperative working group
to hold discussions in coor-
dinated and mutually ben-
eficial manner” on the
proposal, according to the
city staff’s report.

A city staff recommenda-
tion says the council mem-
bers should “engage in a
good faith dialogue and
community conversation”
with the tribe on the mer-
its of the project.

Any recommendation
from the committee would
have to be approved by the
full City Council.

A tribal casino operating

Casino
proposal
returns
to Grand
Forks

Sande

CASINO: See Page B6

n Sande
wants to
hear Turtle
Mountain’s
plan



landscapes using encaustic,
a hot wax medium; 10 text
paintings; and 23 acrylic
portrait studies.

“I hope that my work
somehow captures a sense
of the journey I have been
on to understand life in this
place, to understand the
ties that bind this place
with the rest of us and the

struggles that all of us go
through to try to find a way
to live together in this
world,” Schouten said in
May at the New York show.

Other artists are Terry
Jelsing, a Rugby, N.D., mul-
timedia artist; Bill Harbort,
an art professor at Minot
State University; Mary
Lucier, a New York video
artist; and Rena Effendi, a
photographer originally
from Azerbaijan.
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Highway 75 North, Hallock, MN
OPEN: Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Toll Free: 1-888-722-3673
www.candmford.com

Highway 89 South, Roseau, MN
OPEN: Mon-Fri 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Toll Free: 1-866-214-5095
www.roseaucountyford.com 001030762r1

Gran Marnier Glazed Pork
Tenderloin
Coconut Shrimp
with Pineapple Salsa
soup or salad, and potato.

Located at Kings Walk
5301 S Columbia Rd,
Grand Forks, ND (1 Mi S of Walmart)

Call 787-3491

Reservations
Suggested!

Valentine’s Day
Dinner for TWO Platter

featured dessert-
raspberry chocolate

lava cake

$2999
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Auction conducted under the auspices of Al
Meyer, Auctioneer, Lic. #008.

March 2 -10, 2014

IT’S COMING
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off of a reservation would
require approval at sev-
eral levels, including the
federal Department of the
Interior and the governor,
according to information
provided by city staff.

Before such a project
could go ahead, it would
also have to address finan-
cial viability, economic
benefits, historic tribal
connections to the off-
reservation site of the
casino, environmental ef-
fects, costs and other im-
plications for nearby
communities.

The tribe pushed for a
Grand Forks casino in
2005 and 2006, but the ef-
fort lost to community op-
position and lack of
support on the city and
state levels. The proposal
was brought up again in
2009, but fizzled in part by
not winning approval from
then-Gov. John Hoeven.

Sande said he hoped to
hear from casino support-
ers on what it would do for
the city.

“There have to be bene-
fits for the people of Grand
Forks,” he said.

Call Bjorke at (701) 780-
1117, (800) 477-6572 ext.
1117 or send email to
cbjorke@gfherald.com.

she said.“Itnever seems like
workto me.

“I fell into entrepreneur-
ship twice,with myfashion
companyandmytutoring
business.Manymillennials
are makingup theirown ca-
reers.They’rejustassmart
andhard-working; theyjust
doit in adifferentway.”

TEDxeventsaresmaller,
local versionsofTEDTalks
lecturesonideasinscience
andculture.

TheTEDxGrandForks
eventhad ninespeakersat
theEmpireand threemore
viavideos. TED standsfor
technology,entertainment
anddesign,withitsmission
being “ideasworthspread-
ing.” The programis de-
signedto stimulatedialogue
throughTED-likeevents at
thelocal level.

TheTEDx local eventsare
planned andcoordinated in-
dependently, ona commu-
nity-by-communitybasis.

TheEmpirehad asold-out
crowd of100inattendance.
Aviewingparty, organized
independently, was alsoheld
in theMemorialUnion’s
Loading Dockonthe UND
campus.

Call Bakken at (701)
780-1125, (800) 477-6572
ext. 1125 or send email to
rbakken@gfherald.com.

By Katherine Lymn
Forum News Service

DICKINSON,N.D.—Inthe
fighttoreduceflaring,commu-
nicationmaybekey.

Soonecenterhasmadea
webpagetoconnectcompa-
nieswithtechnologiesthat
mayhelpreduceflaringwith
industry.TheGrandForks-
basedEnergyandEnviron-
mentalResearchCenter
createdthesite,whichgota
pluginanindustryflaringtask
force’spresentationtothe
NorthDakotaIndustrialCom-
missiononJan.29.

“Wewantedtosetupadata-
basethatwouldallowthemto
easilylookatwho’soffering
whichtechnologiessotheycan
matchtheirparticularneeds
withwhatvendorsareoffer-
ing,”saidChadWocken,senior
researchmanageratthe
EERC.

Thedifferenttypesofre-
motecapturevaryfrompower
productiononsitetonatural
gasliquidsrecovery.Thecom-
paniesarebothnew,lookingto
takeadvantageoftheopportu-
nitytoprovewhattheirtech-
nologycando,tocompanies
using“off-the-shelf”technol-
ogytoaddresstheneed,

Wockensaid.
About29percentofnatural

gasthatcomesupwithoilis
flaredoffinNorthDakotaoil-
fieldsbecauseofgatheringin-
frastructurethatlagsbehind
rapidoilproduction.Worsen-
ingtheproblemisthatthegas
isonlyworthabout20percent
ofwhatthecrudeoilis,sopro-
ducersaren’taslikelytoput
theirmoneytowardgettingit.

Theconditionsadduptoa
goldenbusinessopportunity
forthecompanythatfindsa
waytocapturethegaseconom-
ically.

Nearly40companieswere
onthegrowinglistasofFriday.

InfiniaTechnologyCorp.has
receivedalotofcallsfromin-
terestedpartiessincebeing
addedtothesite,saidPeter
Brehm,companypresident.

Thecompany’sproposal, for
technologyunderdevelop-
ment,wouldenablethewell-
siteprocessingofnaturalgas
byseparatingoutethaneand
liquefyingnaturalgasthatcan
beusedasafuelfortrucking
anddrilling/frackingopera-
tionsintheBakken.

Theproposalsvaryinform.
One,forexample,isforatech-
nologythatwouldbepartofa
gasprocessingplant.ASiluria

Technologiesproposalwould
useacatalyticprocesstoturn
thenaturalgasintoethylene
andthengasoline—acheaper
andmorescalablewaythan
traditionalgas-to-liquidstech-
nology.

Infiniaisonecollaborator
withGTUIT,aserviceand
technologycompanythatcan
combineitsgasprocessing
technologywithotherlique-
fiednaturalgas,compressed
naturalgasorpowergenera-
tiontechnologiesthatrequire
“conditionedgas”tooperate,
saidBrianCebull,presidentof
thecompany.

Whileit’snotatechnology
thatcanbedeployedatare-
moteflare,itcanhelpthe
problembymakingthegas
morevaluableintheend,said
RahulIyer,seniordirectorof
corporatedevelopmentforthe
company.

“Ittakesalotofdifferent
typesofsolutions—infrastruc-
ture,technologies,bestprac-
tices—toaddressthisvery
complexsituation,”hesaid,
“andwethinkwehavesome-
thingthatcanbepartoftheso-
lutionbuttherealityisit’sa
complicatedsituationonthe
ground.”

IyersaidSiluriaaddeditsin-

formationtothewebsiteto
connectwithotherstakehold-
ers.

“Ifwedon’tbuildaconsor-
tiumwithallthesedifferent
stakeholders…thelikelihood
ofsuccessisless,”hesaid.

“It’sreallyjustaboutreach-
ingoutandstartingtobuildthe
relationships.”

TheEERCsentoutare-
questforinformationinNo-
vemberthatdescribedthe
natureofBakkengasandso-
licitedhelpfromvendorsthat
mayhavetechnologytohelp.

Thatwastoweedoutany
companieswhosetechnology
simplywouldn’tworkinthe
Bakken,Wockensaid.Some
peoplehavecontactedthe
EERCbutbackedoffafter
learningmoreaboutthequal-
ityandquantityofthegas,like
itshighnaturalgasliquidscon-
tent.

Theproblemisacomplex
onethatrequiresdifferent
typesofsolutions,Iyersaid.

“Flaremitigationhasbeena
challengegloballyforalong
time,”hesaid.“TheBakken
isn’tthefirsttimeorthefirst
place,anditwon’tbethelast
placeorthelasttimewhere
dealingwithflaredgasisare-
allymeaningfulchallenge.”

Website connects flaring solutions, industry

By Mike Nowatzki
Forum News Service

BISMARCK — A Missouri
man is accused of prostitut-
ing his 41-year-old wife from
China at a Bismarck hotel.

Marvin Rex Lord, 67, of
Festus, Mo., was arrested

Thursday
and
charged
Friday in
Burleigh
County Dis-
trict Court
with facili-
tation of
prostitu-
tion, a Class
C felony

punishable by up to five
years in prison and a $10,000
fine.

The woman, also listed as
being from Festus, was ar-
rested and charged with
Class B misdemeanor prosti-
tution in Bismarck Municipal
Court. She pleaded not guilty

Friday and requested a court
trial, which was set for March
6.

Forum News Service isn’t
naming the woman, who has
a different last name, be-
cause police were investigat-
ing whether she might be a
victim of human trafficking.
Sgt. Mark Buschena said the
woman came to the United
States on a visa from China,
but he didn’t know her legal
status.

Police set up an under-
cover operation after being
called to the hotel Thursday
afternoon by a manager, who
reported suspicious activity
because Lord was meeting
men in the lobby, walking
them up to his third-floor
room and then waiting in the
lobby until they left, an affi-
davit states.

An investigator contacted
Lord by phone and was in-
structed to go to his room,
where the woman offered the
investigator sex for money,

the affidavit states. Police
contacted Lord as he was try-
ing to walk out of the hotel.

Lord told police that the
woman was his wife, and
when asked if he knew why
police were there, he said
prostitution, the affidavit
states.

Lord made his first court
appearance Friday after-
noon, saying he and his wife
had been in Bismarck for a
little more than a week and
that he had no prior criminal
record. He requested a court-
appointed attorney.

Assistant State’s Attorney
Marjorie Kohls recom-
mended bail at $10,000 cash
only, noting Lord has no ties
to the community and could
pick up and leave. District
Judge Bruce Romanick set
bail at $20,000 cash or $2,000
bond.

“I don’t have it,” Lord said.
Lord and the woman re-

mained in the Burleigh
County Detention Center on

Friday afternoon.
Facilitation of prostitution

is normally a Class A misde-
meanor punishable by up to
a year in jail and a $3,000
fine. But it can be charged as
a Class C felony carrying up
to five years in prison if pros-
ecutors believe the suspect
forced the person into prosti-
tution, if the prostitute is the
suspect’s spouse, child or
ward, or if the prostitute is
less than 16 years old.

Prostitution reports are
rare in Bismarck. Police re-
ceived only one report in
2010, two reports each in
2008, 2009 and 2011, and
three reports each in 2012
and 2013, Buschena said. One
of the reports last year led to
charges, and the two other
cases were closed because
one had a lack of evidence
and the other report was un-
founded, he said.

Reach Nowatzki at (701)
255-5607 or by email at
mnowatzki@forumcomm.com.

Missouri man accused of prostituting
woman from China at Bismarck hotel

Lord

By Don Davis
Forum News Service

ST. PAUL — Debate about
online gambling already is
hot, but it just got spicy.

Spicy 7’s to be precise.
That is the new Minnesota
Lottery online scratch-off
game that lottery officials say
will not increase gambling,
but critics bet the other way.

The game is simple: A
player sees a tic-tac-toe-like
game board and uses a com-
puter mouse to click on
squares, hoping to get three
7s in a row. If that happens, a
player can win $777.

The lottery made no an-
nouncement of the game
going live, but sold 964 $1
tickets in the first day after it
started Thursday, Lottery Ex-
ecutive Director Ed Van Pet-
ten said. The lottery wanted
to test it out quietly before
the general public began vis-
iting.

“So far, it is working per-
fectly,” he said Friday.

A trial version of the game
can be played for free, with-
out any chance of winning.
To play for money, funds
must be put into an account
that also can be used to play
lotto-type games like Gopher
5. Only people in Minnesota
may play online, although
players do not need to be
Minnesotans.

Minnesotans have been
able to buy lotto tickets on-
line for years, but the differ-
ence is that the in new
online scratch game players
know right away if they won,
much like when they play
traditional paper scratch-off
games.

Van Petten said the game
is aimed at attracting
younger players to tradi-
tional games, and he expects
many of the new players to
buy paper tickets at retail
outlets. He said the aim is
not to build an online
scratch-game following.

“We look at it more as
brand awareness, more of a
marketing tool than any-
thing, to introduce our prod-

uct to a new demographic,”
Van Petten said.

Those who oppose gam-
bling don’t see things that
way.

President Jack Meeks of
Citizens Against Gambling
Expansion said that state
law does not allow the lot-
tery to set up online games. If
the game is to be legal, he
said, the Legislature must
specifically approve it.

“When the Minnesota Lot-
tery was written into statute
and enacted over 20 years
ago, no one could have imag-
ined that technology would
advance to where it is now,”
Meeks said. “The lottery’s
unilateral decision to be-
come the first state in the
country to wade into online
scratch-offs without legisla-
tive oversight is just further
evidence that the lottery is
overreaching and proves we
need legislation to clearly
define what they can and
cannot do.”

Van Petten said state law
does allow the new game,
but it is not designed to make
the lottery more money. He
said that existing retail out-
lets are his priority and they
have produced all lottery
sales growth over the years.

Lottery receipts are down
2.8 percent from a year ago,
he said, and the new game
could help make up the
deficit. However, he added,
lotto-type games are where
most of the rebound needs to
happen.

As the population ages,
some of the older players no
longer can take part, so the
lottery is looking at younger
players who may prefer to
use online options.

“We definitely don’t want
(the online game) to be the
primary source for these
tickets,” Van Petten said.
“We still want our retailers
to be. But we would like to
initiate more contact with
more individuals on the In-
ternet.”

Online players are limited
to spending $50 a week.

Online lottery game
spicy and controversial

More information and a free trial Spicy 7’s
game are available at www.mnlottery-
ilottery.com/eit/gamedetails/200.

By Mark Steil
Minnesota Public Radio
News

WINDOM, Minn. — Corn
farmers in the upper Midwest
have seen record profits in
the last three years. But those
good times appear to be over.

The huge harvest last fall
caused corn prices to tumble
by nearly half from more
than $7 bushel.

That likely means lower
profits this year for most crop
farmers, said Mike Boehlje, a
professor of agricultural eco-
nomics at Purdue University.

“We don’t think we can
continue to have the prosper-
ity and the boom cycle that
we’ve got,” Boehlje said.

But the last few years will
make for sweet memories
when corn farmers recall
their glory days in the
decades ahead.

Michael Wojah, a farmer in
southwest Minnesota who
scraped and struggled for

most of his life to scrape by
and keep ahead of debt is on
solid financial ground for the
first time.

“The pressure’s off,” Wo-
jahn said.

For corn farmers, the pres-
sure release valve opened
when corn prices reached $8
a bushel, bringing them more
than double what it took to
grow the grain in some years.

Other crops, such as soy-
beans and wheat, also have
had some very profitable
years.

Wojahn, 60, said the boom
years have paid for his retire-
ment.

“It really wasn’t only until
about the last five years that I
could say that I was comfort-
able enough to feel good
about an easy retirement,” he
said. “Up until then I was still
wondering, how long am I
going to have to farm, to keep
living?”

A University of Minnesota

survey of more than 1,300
crop farmers shows just how
good it’s been. For the three
years from 2010 to 2012, their
annual median net farm in-
come was an average of about
$188,000 per farm.

Data for 2013 isn’t available
yet, but corn prices were
good for much of last year.

Although the good times
are ending, farmers enjoyed
quite a run.

Boehlje said there have
been only three other periods
of sustained high profits in
farming during the last cen-
tury. Both world wars saw
economic prosperity in agri-
culture. The 1970’s also saw
high farm incomes.

However, every cycle even-
tually ended, sometimes with
a farm bust. That happened
in the 1920’s, when depressed
crop prices extended into the
Great Depression.

The good times of the 1970’s
ended with a bust in land

prices and the farm crisis of
the 1980’s.

Still, Boehlje thinks there’s
a good chance the current
boom will end without many
farmers going out of business.
If current assessments prove
accurate, he said, soft eco-
nomic landing is the most
probable outcome.

“Soft landing doesn’t mean
that you don’t have some fi-
nancial challenges,” Boehlje
said.

Indeed, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture projects
a decline of about 20 percent
in net farm income in 2015
and 2016.

Although such a drop hurts
farmers’ balance sheets,
Boehlje said it should be
manageable for most opera-
tions. Land prices could de-
cline 15 percent or so. But no
one is expecting what hap-
pened in the 1980’s, when val-
ues declined by half, forcing
many farmers out of business.

Minnesota farmers gird for end to the corn boom


