
Budgeting for these costs in
both cities can be tricky as
there is no typical year for
towing numbers. Add factors
such as weather and car acci-
dents, and the budget forecast
gets even cloudier.

“If I could predict this I’d
be going to Vegas,” Love
joked.

Winter woes
While there is no typical

year for towing, there seems
to be a season for it.

Often, weather conditions
can play a large role in how
many vehicles the cities need
removed from streets.

“I know it’s definitely
worse in the winter,” said
East Grand Forks Police
Chief Mike Hedlund.

Winter weather can create
situations requiring a tow,
such as traffic accidents.

A number of tows in both
cities also occur during snow
removals. During snow emer-
gency declarations in East
Grand Forks, there is no on-
street parking until the street
is cleared.

Cars hindering snow re-
moval are usually moved
around the corner or to a
nearby location to allow
crews to finish their work,
Hedlund said. The owner re-
ceives a citation for the tow.

“Very rarely are we going
to impound a vehicle unless
it’s involved in a criminal
act,” Hedlund said.

During the winter months,
the Grand Forks Police De-
partment also will tow cars
out of the way of snow re-
moval crews. Like East
Grand Forks, the owners are
charged a towing and street
maintenance fee.

Otherwise, cars are taken
to the city’s impound lot. East
Grand Forks requires com-
panies to have a secure im-
pound lot where vehicles can
be stored.

Towing process
A journey to impound lots

can begin a number of ways.
In addition to vehicles hin-

dering street maintenance
and snow removal, cars
parked on streets longer than
24 hours qualify for a tow.

When it comes to towing
hotspots, Grand Forks Police

Lt. Greg LaHaise can’t put his
finger on any specific areas in
the city.

“The best I can tell you is
it’s citywide,” said LaHaise,
who works in the depart-
ment’s facilities and equip-
ment bureau. “We tow cars
from all over.”

Across the river, Hedlund
said the department does see
some trouble areas.

“Apartments can be a prob-
lem just because many of the
apartment complexes have
less parking stalls than ten-
ants,” he said. The situation
results in a higher concentra-
tion of street parking in areas
around complexes.

Hedlund said the depart-
ment leans toward giving tick-
ets rather than towing
immediately. If a vehicle re-
mains on an East Grand Forks

city street for more than 24
hours, a tow tag can be placed
on the car stating the owner
has an additional 24 hours to
move the vehicle.

The procedure is similar in
Grand Forks.

The police departments are
not involved in towing from
private lots, but owners of
those properties do call to in-
form the police that a car has
been towed from the area.

“They’ll typically let us
know, that way if someone
calls in a stolen vehicle we
can say, ‘No, it wasn’t,’ ” La-
Haise said. “If we tow it, we
have record of it right away so
we can tell them right away
where it’s at.”

Call Jewett at (701) 780-1108,
(800) 477-6572 ext. 1108 or send
email to bjewett@gfherald.com.

By Averi
Haugesag
Herald Staff Writer

RRecentUNDgraduate
KentLuetzenhada
quick,intenselessonon
hisNorwegianroots,one
thatwillbeontelevision
alloverNorway.

“Iwasn’tallowedto
tellanybodywhatIwas
doing,soIhadtotellall
myprofessorsIhadare-
allycooljobopportunity.
Ididn’twanttotellthem
Iwasgraduatingearlyto
beonarealityTVshow,”
Luetzensaid.

The22-year-oldMinot
nativerecentlyfilmeda
seasonofthepopular
Norwegianshow“Altfor
Norge,”inwhichAmeri-
cansofNorwegiande-
scentwhohavenever
beentoNorwaycompete
intaskstowinprizesand
achancetomeettheir
distantrelatives.

“It’sverymuchlikea
mixtureof ‘Survivor’and
somethingmorefamily
friendly,”saidLuetzen.
“It’snotdramaticwhat-
soever.”

Itdidn’ttakemuch
convincingtogetLuet-
zenandhissisterto
applyaftertheyheard
abouttheshowfrom
theirmother.

“OverChristmas
break,Imadeavideo
andfilledouttheappli-
cation.Isentitinand
crossedmyfingers,”he
said.“Ididn’tthinkI’d
actuallygetit.”

Buthedid.Months
later,Luetzenreceiveda
callbackandwasflown
outtoChicagoforanin-
terviewwiththeproduc-
ers.

“Theywerelooking
foraneasytravelerand

someonewithaunique
personality,”hesaid.In
theend,Luetzenwas
chosenalongwith11
otherAmericans.

“Itwasaverywell-
roundedcast.Imean
therewasacollegekid
fromNorthDakota,a
modelfromCalifornia
anda65-year-oldman.
Wewereallsodiffer-
ent,”hesaid.

ThoughLuetzensaid
hisfamilyandfriends
wereexcited,hesaida
lotofthemdidn’tgetitat
first.

“JustsayingI’mgoing
toNorwayforareality
showsoundssosilly,”he
said,“butwhat22-year-
oldgetstotraveltoNor-
wayandnotpayfora
thing?”

Althoughhiscontract
with“AltforNorge”
doesnotallowhimto
giveoutanydetailsof
thetaskshefacedonthe
show,Luetzensaidthe
tripwasanopportunity
ofalifetime.

“Itwasalotmore
mentallychallenging
thanphysicallychalleng-
ing.All12ofuslearned
somuchaboutNorway.
Therewerealotoftimes
whereyoukindofjust
hadtorelyonluck,be-
causetherewerealotof
barrierslikelanguage
andculture.It’s70per-
centluckand30percent
skill.Youcouldspend
yourwholetimememo-
rizingthings,butatthe
sametimeyou’relike,I
justkindofwanttoenjoy
mytimehere,too,”he
said.

CallHaugesagat (701)
780-1262; (800) 477-6572,
ext.1262; or sendemail to
ahaugesag@gfherald.com.
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to concert series

Minot native calls experience “more mentally

challenging than physically challenging.”

Rapper Dessa

performs

Tuesday

evening as part

of the North

Dakota Museum

of Art’s Concerts

in the Garden

series. Originally

from

Minneapolis,

Dessa is part of

the seven-

member rap

collective

Doomtree. She

was a return

performer for the

concert series

after an indoor

performance in

summer 2012.

This was the

second show in

the six-week

series.

newsflash

wSSiiggnnccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Simonson Travel Cen-
ter, a truck stop along In-
terstate 29 in Grand
Forks, is seeking permis-
sion to build a bigger
pylon sign to match that
of its rivals.

Currently, zoning laws
require pylon signs in
that area to be no higher
than 50 feet.

But Flying J Travel
Plaza was earlier al-
lowed to build a 90-foot
tall sign, and Stamart
Travel Center was al-
lowed to build a 100-foot
tall sign, according to
city staff.

Simonson’s proposed
sign will be 82 feet tall
with a sign stating the
name of the business
and electronic signs stat-
ing the price of gas.

The Grand Forks Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mission on Wednesday
recommended the City
Council approve Simon-
son’s request.

Commissioners said
that if other truck stops
can be exempted so can
Simonson.

The request will go to
City Council on July 21
for final approval.

Arch Simonson, owner
of Simonson Travel Cen-
ter, did not return a call
for comment.

— Charly Haley

wMMoossqquuiittoosspprraayyiinngg

Mosquito-control
planes will be in the air
tonight over Stephen,
Minn., and Grafton,
Hoople, Minto and
Thompson, all in North
Dakota, according to Air-
borne Custom Spraying.

Spraying will be done
between 7 and 11 p.m. If
the weather doesn’t co-
operate, it will be
rescheduled for the
same time Thursday
night.

Airborne said the
chemicals used will not
harm people or pets, but
both should stay indoors
during spraying as a pre-
caution.

— Herald staff report

By Anna Burleson
Herald Staff Writer

UNDPresidentRobertKel-
leyhastakena30-dayleaveto
studyfacultytenure.

Kelley
saidthe
timewill
allowhimto
network
andstudy
different
waysthe
processis
imple-
mented
acrossthe

nation.Hesaidhewantstouse
thatinformationtocreatea
morestreamlinedmethodof
evaluatingandawarding
tenureatUND,nottocreate
moreorfewertenureposi-
tions.

“Tenurehastobesomewhat
uniformlyandfairlyadminis-
teredsothatsomepeople
aren’tbeinginadequatelyre-
wardedforworkthatissodif-
ferentfromsomeoneelse’s
work,”Kelleysaid.“Someone
couldbedeniedtenurebe-
causesomehowtheydidn’t
meetapoorlyexpressedorun-
expressedstandard.”

Asoffall2013,about48per-
centoftheprofessors,associ-
ateprofessorsandassistant
professorsatUNDwere
tenuredandabout17percent
wereontenuretrack,accord-
ingtotheOfficeofInstitutional
Research.

LarrySkogen,interimchan-
celloroftheNorthDakota
UniversitySystem,granted
Kelley’srequest.

UNDProvostTom
DiLorenzowilloverseethe
universityinKelley’sabsence.
Thepresidentwillbeback
Aug.7.

One policy
Inhisofficialrequestforde-

velopmentalleave,Kelley
citedissuessurroundingdif-
ferentstandardsforwhatit
meanstoachievetenure,fi-
nancialimplicationsandadif-
feringlevelofunderstanding
ofwhattenuremeansforan
individual.

NDUSpolicyleavesthepar-
ticularsofgrantingandevalu-
atingtenureuptoeach
institution,andKelleysaidhe
hasbeenthinkingabouttrying
tofindawaytocreateanover-
arching,standardizedpolicy
insteadofthecurrentmethod.

“Myconcernisthatwe’re
notterriblyconsistentinthe
wayweadministertenureon
thiscampus,”hesaid.“Every
department,appropriately,
hasdifferentstandards,butI
thinkwemayhavegottento
thepointwherewe’resome-
whatdisparateinourinstitu-
tionalstandards.Iwantedto
seewhatotheruniversities
do.”

Kelleysaidtenureismeant
toensureinstructorshavethe
abilitytovoicesometimesun-
popularacademicopinionsfor
thebettermentoftheeduca-
tionalenvironmentwithout
thefearofgettingfired.

Hehimselfhadtenurefor22
yearsattheUniversityofNew
Mexicowhenheworkedthere.

Whilealotofresearchon
thetopicoftenurealreadyex-
istsonline,Kelleywillusehis
leavetoreviewthatliterature
andpoliciesatpeerandother
institutions.Healsoplansto
attendconferencesandsetup
meetingswithuniversitypresi-
dents.

Call Burleson at (701) 780-
1114, (800) 477-6572 ext. 1114
or send email to aburleson@
gfherald.com.

UND grad competes on
Norwegian reality show

Luetzen

UND president goes on
leave to study tenure

Kelley

Robert Kelley will look at policies involved with

tenure for 30 days and will return August 7.

Continued from Page A1
TOWING/ Cost of city tow

Grand Forks: $65.
-Potential additional

fees: $20-100.
-Flatbed tow: $80.
East Grand Forks:

$50.
-Potential additional

fees: $20.
Flatbed tow: $80.

Minot native Kent

Luetzen was one of the

contestants on the “Alt

for Norge” reality show

set in Norway.

A large crowd came out to see rapper Dessa perform at

the North Dakota Museum of Art as part of the Concerts in

the Garden series. Blankets, lawn chairs and even rocks

were occupied by concert-goers.

Dessa
returns


