
Man injured in Grand
Forks grease fire
One person was taken
to a hospital Friday after
an apartment fire in
Grand Forks.
Emergency staff were
called to a fire at the
700 block of South 43rd

Street just before 4 p.m.
Friday. The building, a
student apartment com-
plex called The Verge,
was evacuated.
Officials said a grease
fire broke out in a unit.
Grease splattered on one
man, burning him from
his shoulder to his legs.

He was taken to Altru
by ambulance, and his
condition is unknown.
Fire officials said a
sprinkler right about
the stove extinguished
the fire. The apartment
sustained mostly water
damage. No other apart-
ments were damaged

and residents have been
allowed back inside.

— Forum News Service
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G R A N D F O R K S R E P U B L I C A N B I - A N N U A L

S U P P O R T Y O U R L O C A L P O L I T I C A L T E A M
Hosted by GF Republican Party

Tuesday, October 25, 2016
6:00 pm • Republican Headquarters, Grand Cities Mall

(Midcenter of the mall)
Admission is $10, which includes supper. No need to RSVP. Just come

hungry; bring a friend and your checkbook! Some of the best home-baked
pies in the area will be auctioned off. You’re sure to have a good time while

supporting your local District Legislative Candidates.

Pie AuctionPie AuctionPie AuctionPie AuctionPie Auction
& Social
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r1Your Travel Agent For Every Stage of Your Life

701-772-6313 or 800-642-6701
bonnie@bonvoyagetravelnd.com • www.bonvoyagetravelnd.com

ON THE TRAIL OF MARTIN LUTHER
June 10-20, 2017

500th Anniversary
of the Day of the Reformation

Double:
$4,379 Single:

$4,879
* All Rates are Per Person and are subject to change

HIGHLIGHTS: ● Mainz ● Worms ● Gutenberg Museum, Erfurt ● Wartburg Castle
● Lutherhaus ● Eisleben ● Dresden ● Leipzig ● St. Thomas Church

● Wittenberg ● St. Mary’s Church, Berlin

Book Now & Save
$200
Per Person

Included in Price: Round Trip Air from Grand Forks Mark Andrews Intl,
Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges, Hotel Transfers

11 Days & 14 Meals: 9 Breakfasts & 5 Dinners

25 % OFF
JEWELRY

OFFER EXP IRES 10/31/16
Must Present Coupon.
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Join us Tuesday, October 25
for our

Deschutes
Brewers
Dinner
Featuring 7 beers from

Deschutes’s, each paired with
part of a five course meal.

Limited space, reserve your spot today!

218-773-6516
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By April
Baumgarten

Grand Forks Herald
The love and joy
could be felt Sat-
urday in UND’s
Wellness Center as
hundreds came out
to support a local
organization ded-
icated to helping
those living with
Down syndrome.
More than 600
participants walked
in a circle around a
community room,
jamming to music
and smiling as they
showed their sup-
port for the Great-
er Grand Forks
chapter of Bet-
ter Understand-
ing of Down Syn-
drome, or BUDS.
Saturday’s turn-
out for the annual
Buddy Walk, which
exceeded last year’s
attendance of 500,
was overwhelming,
event co-chair Jody
Haug said.
“It shows us that
ourmission is being
accomplished here
in Grand Forks and
that there is inclu-
sion on this day,”
she said.
The event is used
to raise funds for
BUDS of Great-
er Grand Forks so
it can hold activi-
ties throughout the
year. That includes
bringing experts in
to educate families
about Down syn-
drome, a genetic
disorder diagnosed
in individuals who
have a full or par-
tial extra copy of
the 21st chromo-
some. This typical-
ly alters the course
of development and
can cause intel-
lectual disabilities
and health issues.
It’s estimated one
in 691 people are
born with Down
syndrome, making
it the most com-
mon genetic dis-
order, according to
the National Down
Syndrome Soci-
ety, which estab-
lished the nation-
wide Buddy Walk in
1995.
The walk cel-
ebrates National
Down Syndrome
Awareness Month,
which is October,
by having partic-
ipants walking 21
minutes to signify

the 21st chromo-
some affected by
the condition.
When the event
came to Grand
Forks about 10
years ago, it had
30 walkers, Grand
Forks Mayor Mike
Brown said during
the event. The
growth over the
past decade has
shown just how
supportive the
Greater Grand
Forks area is to the
cause and of those
with Down syn-
drome.
“We really want
to push inclusion
and acceptance,
and that’s the most
important thing,”
Haug said.
For Brown, the
event was all about
inclusion, having a
positive impact on
those with Down
syndrome and their
families, as well as
inspiring love and
opportunities.
“We appreci-
ate every ounce
of effort that goes
into holding this
event,” he said as
he thanked coordi-
nators, volunteers,
participants and
families who live
with the disorder,
pointing out how
much the commu-
nity supports those
families after they
have been through
so much. “There
are times when
a person can feel
beaten down and
feel obstacles are
too hard to over-
come and the path
forward is difficult,
but looking around
here today, know-
ing all of you are
around and see-
ing these smiles, I
can’t help but be
excited about our
future.”
The event is
expected to raise
about $15,000, with
7 percent going to
the national BUDS
organization and
the rest going to
the Greater Grand
Forks chapter.

Baumgarten is a reporter
for the Herald. Contact
her at (701) 780-1248 or
abaumgarten@gfherald.

com. Follow her on Twitter
@aprilbaumsaway.

Hundreds walk to
support those with
Down syndrome
Mayor: Event
about love,
inclusion and
opportunity
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“I had on shorts and a golf
shirt, and I happened to be
downtown and I thought, ‘I
think I’m going to go over
there,’” Wrigley said. “He
looked at me and he said,
‘Tomorrow, why don’t you
have some long pants on, and
we’ll sit down.’”
Wrigley got the job.
Shortly after graduating
from law school in 1991 – and
a judicial clerkship in Dela-
ware – he joined the Phil-
adelphia District Attorney’s
office, where he worked gru-
eling hours, often in excess of
70 hours a week. He loved it
and pointed out that’s where
he met his wife. She had been
doing victim’s advocacy work,
which Wrigley explained was
an intensely personal career.
Kathleen’s brother, a police
officer, had been killed in the
line of duty at age 21.
He and Kathleen were mar-
ried in April 1998, and they
moved to Bismarck. After
a brief stint elsewhere, he
became the executive director
of the North Dakota Republi-
can Party. He joked that he’d
never been to an organized
political meeting, never orga-
nized a fundraiser, but he
touted his mentors and the
results of the 2000 statewide
elections, which saw Republi-
can John Hoeven elected gov-
ernor. He soon went to work
as Hoeven’s deputy chief of
staff.
President George W. Bush
appointed Wrigley as U.S.
attorney for North Dakota in
2001 — an appointment the
president anticipated filling
just after Labor Day, but one
that was pushed back in the
chaos after 9/11.
It was an appointment that
came with headlines and a lot
of visibility. It also meant he
handled the high-profile con-
viction of Alfonso Rodriguez,
who kidnapped and killed
UND student Dru Sjodin in
2003. It was the state’s first
death penalty case in a centu-
ry and the state’s first federal
death penalty case.

Wrigley is proud of his
office’s drug convictions
during his tenure, which last-
ed until 2009. He talks about
making a big dent in narcot-
ics trafficking.
“Across my eight years as
U.S. attorney, by the time we
got done, methamphetamines
sold in the state of North
Dakota, the purity had been
cut in half and the price had
nearly doubled,” he said.
After his time as U.S. attor-
ney ended, Wrigley worked in
the private sector for a year
before he got his next call to
duty. Hoeven was leaving the
governor’s office for the Sen-
ate. Lt. Gov. Jack Dalrymple
was getting a promotion, and
Wrigley got the lieutenant
job.

Governorship
Dana Harsell, an asso-
ciate professor in UND’s
political science and public
administration department,
explained the lieutenant gov-
ernor’s office as kind of an
extension of the governor’s
office. Wrigley, as lieutenant
governor, presides over the
Senate and sits on numerous
committees and boards – but
often, Harsell said, the office
has a hand in pushing policy.
Wrigley likes to joke that
Dalrymple still considers him
good company — he’s not
tired of Wrigley yet — and
he still feels like he’s making
“constructive” contributions
to their agenda.
“We don’t have the same
views, we don’t have the
same approaches, but I think
we’ve proven together that
we can come up with a pretty
sound product,” Wrigley said.
He ticks off what he feels
are big successes for both
of them— from significant
tax cuts to moving forward
on water projects. He argued
that the administration has
responded “capably and well”
to emerging issues such as
the Dakota Access Pipeline
protests.
“We’re working with law
enforcement on this, and
I think you’re going to see
real progress in the next 30
to 40 days on a corridor that

is protecting the workers
there, that they can get the
work done,” Wrigley said.
“This is critically important,
not because it’s some big oil
company that would like to
refer to it – this has societal
good. This is the gold stan-
dard for moving an important
product.”
Wrigley, who serves as
president of the North Dako-
ta Senate, won praise from
members on both sides of
the aisle, who describe him
as a man with an easygoing
personality — a man who’s
comfortable enough in front
of the Senate chamber that he
can deflect a simple mistake
with a quick joke.
“I think with Drew, you
get someone who has a very
down-to-earth personali-
ty,” Senate Minority Leader
Schneider said. “When he’s
speaking publicly, he doesn’t
sound any different than
when he was speaking to
me at an intern lunch at the
U.S. attorney’s office 10 years
ago.”
Perhaps one of the most
reported moments in Wrig-
ley’s time in office was his
public announcement that
he’d had the extramarital
affair. Speaking in Septem-
ber 2015, he stressed that
the woman was not a state
employee and that he had no
professional connections with
her. Wrigley, who had been
mulling a run for governor,
officially declined to join the
race before the end of the
month.
“There are a variety of
reasons that go into any
determination like that about
whether you’re going to
run – a variety of consider-
ations,” Wrigley said when
pressed on the matter. “You
mentioned an important one.
Because anytime you’re going
to – if you’re going to throw
your hat in the ring for pub-
lic office, I believe it’s got to
be – it’s got to be something
that’s consistent with the
needs of your family at the
time, and it’s got to be some-
thing that you do as a team.”
Sen. Majority Leader Rich
Wardner, a Republican, said

he believes Wrigley would
have run for governor if it
weren’t for the affair. He
pointed out, too, that he still
thinks Wrigley could make a
competitive run for governor
in the future.
But it’s tough to tell what
his future holds – even for
Bismarck politicians.
“Last night, we had a
bunch of senators around
talking about that very
thing,” Wardner said.
“Nobody knew.”

Moving on
Wrigley offered few clues
himself on where he’s headed
in the coming months.
“We’re in Bismarck. Like
I said, we just built our new
house. We’re excited about
that,” he said, pointing
out his wife’s new role as a
school counselor. “We’ll just
commit to being here, and I’ll
find something that is inter-
esting, challenging and in
this part of the state.”
Harsell said Wrigley has
options. In the time between
leaving his U.S. attorney post
and becoming lieutenant
governor, he worked as a
vice president at a health
care administration compa-
ny. That willingness to head
for the private sector might
serve him well, Harsell said,
because his portfolio is so
big. As lieutenant governor,
he’s worked on the state
Investment Board, the Higher
Education Challenge Fund
Commission and the North-
ern Plains Unmanned Aircraft
Systems Authority, to name
a few.
If Wrigley does have a
political future, there are
a few options he might be
keeping in mind. Bo Wood, an
associate professor in UND’s
political science and public
administration department,
said a man like Wrigley could
make a good run at state
attorney general or Congress.
Wrigley isn’t ruling any-
thing out.
“People ask me now, ‘do
you think you’ll run for
something someday?’ ” he
said. “And you know what? I
may. I certainly may.”

Brown
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Dozens of families work on art projects (left) for the monthly “Family Day” at the North Dakota Museum of Art on Saturday.
Parents and children learn about art and the museum at the event. Azomali Obisakin (right) works on an art project as she
celebrates her 4th birthday at “Halloween Family Day.”

MERRYMAKING AT THE MUSEUM
NDMOA hosts

art-based Family Day


